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Power and pg þ our 1Logd Jeſus Chrilt . 


iven forth i in the Univerſal Uiin, . and Apr, | 
© thereof, «ccordin g'to our ſeveral Proportionpof F, 
y:. . nd Life, in the ſame Spirit.” ſed 


7 &; ie of Grace having freely viſited « 
rd bath had .regard.yntq:the low: 
{od and Hondmards, .notwithſtandir 
o I aeray and ſecreet Sweitiny 'of that : 
wide gh lay Waſte the Heritage of 
I Raifed up Hezrs of Life t 
oIpel of Peace, which- ws Is 1m th 
rit. which ;gives Life.; and: our Life,” Pe 
inthe Lord one toward another, y where-.. 1 
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Jeſus our Lord is Head, Glory to our God forever. 


"And we being turned to the Spirit of Grace and Light of + 
Chriſt do believe in the Light, and are become Chiuaren of 
his Light, of his Day, and ſo Members of his holy Body, of 


which Chriſt is the Living and.Eternal heavenly Head 5 -and 
by: the Spirit of Gtace' we arc come ifito Favbur: with God, 


and into the Orderof his Goſpel, andare his Danghrers, Ser- | 
vants and Hanamaias; and we havea Heavenly propriety in 


the Light, Power and Spirit of Grace, and the Goſpel, bein 

Heirs of the lame ; lo py Grace ve are called,jnto the work 
and Service: 0f7 Ert aud Jeſys? Chriſt, that they? require of 
ns'in our Ave nd Generatieh, and we Hvewur Wiſdom 
from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Rock of Ages, and the 


Foundatzon of many Generations, who is made unto. us ' 


Wiſdow ; 2nd lic;hath enlighened dur Spitits, which 4s the 
e of the Lord, which his heavenly divine 1% 45; which 


.is the Life that is in Chriſt, the. Word-by whic 

ere made, that we might all ſee and know. the, Will of. 
God, and do it, and" know our ſeveral Works and Services 
the.Lord'requireth of us in! his Church, we'are not-to'pnt 


our Candles under a Buſhel, nor to. hide dur Talents in a_ 
Napkin, as the {loathful do; but we are to have Oyl.in our _ 
Lamps, like Wiſe Virgins to the Lord; and our Lamps 


are to burn, and our Lights are to ſhine, that we may all 


ſee clearty-our Work and Service; namely, To help Fami- 


. Fes that are'Poor and have Childr en, and to fee that they are 


diligent 'to improve things to the beſt ; that theyare not __ 
 Nothful in their buſineſs, no Waſters, and that they put their 


Children to ſore Imployment, as ſoon as:they are capable; 
for the Truth hath a lively operation, it brings People to 


be diligent in all things, ſerving the Lord. Fer we which 
have been Mothers of Children, and Antient YVomtn in . 
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by we areipade Living Wa, of that Body which Chriſt ; 


hall things. 
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dat Families, do know, in the. V Viſdom of God, what will 


' Word of God be not blaſphemed, 


"R=" 


do in Families, in Truth and Righteouſneſs, and.according 
to the Families ; and-ſoare- able, through the V Viſdom ot 


| Gadd, toinſtrutt ſuch as want Inftruftion, and ſo are Helps 


to them in their Families: And as the Apoſtle ſaith, The 
Elder -Women are to be Teachers of good things, and inſtrutt 
and teach the Tounger to be Sober, and, love their Husbands 
and Children, and to be diſcreet, good. and chaſte, that the 


So here is a great charge and care lies. upon theſe Aged 
Women in the 'Truth, =. 9] are t9 teach theſe good things, 
that the Younger be trained uyp.in that which is good, ſober 
and diſcreet, chaſte and virtuous ; ſo to be kept before they. 
Marry, andafter they are Married, ſober, and to love their 
Husbands, and Children, and bring them up in the fear of 
the Lord,'that the Name of the Lord be not blaſphemcd. 
Here we "Aged Women in the Truth, have a Gift to be 
exerciſed in : andſuch a care lieth upon us, thatthe Church 
of Chriſt be not ſcandalized. +: ET 
- Aide have a concern, as in Tyr. 2. relating to Mar- 
pages, both before and after they are Marryed ; and ſuch 
Eideriy Women in the Truth, are to be intreated as Mo- 
thers, and ſo not to be Railed upon; and the Younger, as 


| Sifters, with all Purity, and Widows, that are VVidows | 


indeed, arc to be honoured; and if they have Children or 
Nephev/s, let them learn firſt to ſhew Piety or Kindneſs at 


Howe, znd to requite their Parents and Kindred ; tor this 


1s good and acceptable before God. 

Now this 1s a good Leſion for the VVidows, to inſtru& 
their Children and Nephews to Prattice. And ſo we may 
ſee ſuch holy VVomen, that were tzken into the Number 
and Scciety in that day, were to be well reported for good 
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 ſhehavediligencly followed every good VVork ; theſe were 
of the Number of good Women, that were taken into the” 
Number for their good Works and Service in the Church of 
Chrift, and that were recorded for their Works. and Servics 
to the Lord. Ap ns FE 9 
Now here ts a diligent PraQtice and Exerciſe in the Power 
and Spirit of God, and tov be diligent in every good Work and 
Service, To relieve the Aflitted, and to. bring np Chilarex in 
the fear of God ; and tabe Teachers of good things, and Inftruttors 
of the Tounger, that the Name of God be not Bleſphemed. 
' So here you may. ſee the Apoſtle was.of another Mind 
than thofe perverſe corrupt. Minds, full of Exzvy and Srife, 
Railing and evil Sarmizing, and fome that witfully, ſcoffing, 
ly, maliciouſly and revilingly call the Womens Meetings -ari 
Iaal and an Image; but fuch Raging Waves of the Sea have 
| Gut foamed out their own Shame, and manifeſted they are 
erred from the Spirit of Grace, which God polrerk forth 
upon Danghters, Servants and Hand-maids, which have 
received as well as Sons, and are to improve their Talents: 
and meaſure of the Gift of God, and' ot to grieve nor quench 
8% holy Spirit, nox walk deſÞightfully againſt the Spirit of Grace, 
as ſome do, whereby we are ſealed tothe day of Redemp- 
tion. | 
' Andconcerning Mzrriages, it being God's joyning, and his 
O:dinance, we Women in the Spirit and Grace of God,being 
| tivog Members of the Church of Chriſt, do ſee with the 
Spirit of God, our Service coneerning Marriage, that both 
Young and Old that profeſs Gods Truth, may go together 
orderly, firſt having their Relations conſent ; for many 
t:mes we having feen, and do ſee more in the Young 
People and Widdows State and Condition, than ſome of 
the Men, becaufe we are more among(t them ; ſoin __ we 
are 


Lodging Strangers, and Relicving the Aflitted, andif. } 


—__— 


1 - gare notnegleft our Gift in the Spirit of Wiſdom and Grace, 


Hat exerciſe and improve it to ths glory and honour,” andin 
that we are meet Helps in the Spir:# of God, to the-Men, our 


Brethren ; knowing that Male and Female are one in Chrift; 


for the Vziryand Felonſbip of Sows and Denghters, Widdows 
and Servants, ſtands in the Spirit of God, and we in thefame 
Spirit know our great Sexvice to look after and one Sick 
that want Nur/es to helpthem, and ſometimes aſſiſting. the 
Men,ourBrethrenzte the placing out our poor Froends Children 
to Apprentices, and'&ther good Services that the Spirit of God. 


lead-thewgto, ang mto the practice of the pure Rekgios, and- 
that all ſuch as profeſs the Grace of God, may live and 
walk godly, righttou/ly and ſoberly in their Lives and Converſa- 
$i0, all ſueh'Wproteſs the Word of God may be Doers of the 


Word of God; for all that fear God and work Righteouſneſs, are 
#ccepted, with God, And fo, the Aged Women in the Truth 
were and areto be Feachers of ſuch good things; but ſuch 
wanton Women. or Widdows, that are Tate-carriers and buſic 
Bodies, that ſpeak things they ought not, and ſuch Mer that are: 
in-Exvy and Strife, and are puft up with high ſwelling Words of 


Vanity, andvain unruly Talkers, Deſpifers of thens that are good,' 


having got into the form of Godlineſs, but not in the Power -- 
Such were in the Apoſtles days, as. welt as now, reproved: 
by the Spirit of God, and turned away from; and wecannot- 
receive their Chaff and Husks for the Seed, Wheat, or the 
Bread of Life; neither their Earthly fenfual Wiſdows for the 
Wiſdom of God ;. and therefore have ſeveral. of ſuch unruly 
Sprrits printed and written ſo many flanderous reproachful 
Books againſt us,and made difturbanee againſt our Meetings, 
under a falſe pretenee, as though they would calt us to our 
on'n, 46 it was in the begining ; which if they themſelves had. 
kept to that that firſt convinced them, they would have 
ſhewed forth-a quizt and meek Spirit, who under a pretence. of | 
calling People to their own, have drawn People from their 

Own ; 


© abSbhn eao0PÞ20 Gr gg of 0.27 BlF ja ec 
* oth; -for weare come to our 'Lizht, Spirit, Graze and Word! 
of bife; and Aninting within. which'is our 0wn, which at: 
firſt convinced us; and: which doth'teach us tobe Do-zs of: 
the-Word of God, aid to live Righteouſly, and to prattice th: 
true Religion; and them that- do not, the ſpirit of the Eord® 
moveth.us, ant teacheth us roadmoniſh and'exhort them to! 
forſake the Evil, and cleave to the Good; gnd them that op >0ſe' 


the PcaQtice and Care, in the Spirit'a] a'G God, of 
Menand Women in their Meetings, had the & ie Lizht, 
raze, 'Fruth and Syirit of Go4, and Vu, pu wit ns them, they: 
would have been one with us in the ſani&nd in the pra-! 
Qtice of the pure R240», and in the G1#Care for Go1's 


Hour ; but many of them are turned Mggkers, S:off-rs, 
Writersand Printers aTainſt as, and are become vain Talkers. 
But we leave them to the Lord, to deal with-according to: 
their Words and Works: And we right-well4mbw our 

Services, which the Spirit @f Grace hath led us toin the 
Church ef Chrilt. 

- And as to eur orderly proceeding toward Mirriaze, we 
fay andaffirm, the Mz and Womz both ought toappear at 
the Maethly M:ctixrs, and Meetings for ſuch Services, where: 
weand the Men may hear what both have to ſay, that Mza' 
and Women may not he wronged of their Children, and: 
that theyareclear from all ether Perſons, that the Mzeting, 
and all others concerned, may have fatisfattion, in that Lffe, 

. Graceand Sprritof Chriſt, in which is our Unity, and may be. 
faithful Witneſſes both to God and Man, in our own 'Gft of 

Grace, 4a which God hath, and doth own us: And all that 
write, and print, and ſpeax again{t our PraFice (which the 
Spirit of Grace hath led usto in the Church of Chrift) react us 
not; neither are they of any credit with us ; For we have 

"put oath? Breaſt-plate of Faith and Lov?, and for an H:1mt, the 
Hype of Salvation. And ſo our d:lires are, Thit whiwtever- 
thints arp we, vertuous, lov2ly, ſober, honeſt, and of good Report, 

| | and 


znd that.every. one may follow that which makesifor PeTca,-: 
and that they. may ſtudy to be Cuz, .and do the Eords Bus 
-ſineſs.in bis Spirit-and Power, ad their own in Truthranld 
Righteouſneſs, and walk as Children of the Light, in the:day 
of Chriſt, and in meckneſs.jnſtruEt them that oppoſe them- 
ſelves, 1f God peradventure may give them Repentayce to:the ft- 
'knowledgment of the Truth; Greet one another with # holy Kiſs df 
Charity ; Peace be with' you all that are in Chrift Jeſus, Amen, 
Rcm.16.. 1 Cor.16.20. 2 Ccr.13.22. i Pet.5.1.;. 
Now this holy Kiſs of Charity is wanting, and not tobe: 
found, nor exxcRed frcm them that do not walk in the i- 
xit of - God.” And'the Apoltle: faith, 7:#trext thee; 'trug Take-. 
fellow, help theſe Women which laboured with me tn the Gi &, 
\with. Clement alſs, and with others my Fellow- Laborers, wh 
Names ave written in the Book of Life, Phil.4.3.. There # oye God + 
and Father; of all, whith is above ah, and throigh you all, and i} you - 
ah by his Spirit, So.all may fee with his Spirit, the Eord Four 
unto all to teach them to know. their Service ; and'jf thete 
.do lack wiſdom, toask it of God, who giveth iiberally, .and- 
.take counſel of him who 'is nigh unto you, and walk worthy 
- of the Lords mercies, being faithful in every good work; for 
.to do good & communicate, is a Sacrifice well pleaf _ | 
Lord, and we who are made the Sons'and' Daughte - Sep 
vants and Handmaids, by the Spirit of Godin the ſame Spirit 
we have Unity and Fellowſhip, though we be abſent in'body 
one frem another, yet we are preſent inthe fameSpirit, and 
by. the ſpiritual Eye do {ce and. behold, and TE JOYCE LE 
ſpiritual Order, and one anothers ſtedfaſtneſs in Chriſt: Jeſus. _ 
And ſo we have a communion in the Holy Ghoſt, both Sons- _. 
and Davghters; and if any thing the Men doſce that. is more 
roper {orthe Wemen to do, and to look into, they dolet us 
know of: it, as Siſters in the Truth; and if any thing we 
ee that is more proper for the Men, than for us, then we let 
them know as our Brethren in the Truth ; fo 1 this ” - 
| afſi 
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EOS ns and over all, and'is.i | pry 
rxdea! ys Chriſt. {bog You! | 


him, we are avilling to 


E have been « Peop that have ſoug 
wy In his Panty - 


and holy Speris, that he hath given us to enable us ſo to ao ; pt 

h we are per {ecuted in (piv it and other ways, by waitvly Tor 

Bo > bs pu coete; B 9177p ; {ch that areBaye 
aki " God, and Talkers of the Grize « ©. be 


but not Doers of the Wer 


Painted pint us 
7 re muy. rome to the Light-of 
Chrift, Ca pers ee then elves, apil repent; , or we | 
#efire thy Sub tion aud Eternal Good of ul. DF] 
SigneFby m, iytte bebalf of the reli of car Gncere 
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a 3 - >, We 
FR 2.2 
Las Are 1; 


